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Research on solar PV project regulation bylaws in Japan

English Summary

As utility-scale solar PV projects increase, local conflicts with residents and the local
government have been on the rise. These conflicts stem from the resident's concerns for
the landscape, the living environment, disaster prevention, and nature conservation. As a
result, local bylaws related to renewable energy have been increasing. As of December 2,
2020, at least 88 bylaws containing regulatory elements for renewable energy projects have
been identified in Japan. Those bylaws include the establishment of prohibition areas,
mandatory project notification, the requirement of the mayor’s consent, and mandatory
agreements with local municipalities. While the expansion of renewable energy is quite

imoprtant for decarbonization, we must continue working on establishing the zoning

system and gaining the institutional support for appropriate renewable energy projects.

Keyword: renewable energy, bylaws, restriction, local conflict
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