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The Basic Regulations and Policies of a local government for maintenance and an use

promotion of the public transport:::---«----- Masatoshi Kagawa

[FEXH < U —]

Recently, a maintenance and conservation of a local public transport by an
adjustment in supply and demand balance through market mechanism becomes
difficult due to a change of an economic social structure assuming "the maturity
society"” that contains a low birthrate and aging, a population decline or due to a
progress of the motorization.

Furthermore, cessations or abolitions of a bus system have increased in not only
intermountain and rural areas but also city fringes since a regulation to adjust supply
and demand have been abolished after revised Road Transport Act (on May 26, 2000
the law 86th) was established in 2000. That invites a situation in which people lose a
critical means of transportation in daily life. Especially, elderly people or disability
people will have serious disadvantage to go to hospital and a shopping.

The Basic Act on Transport Policy (Act No.92 of December 4, 2013) was approved
during the 185th extraordinary session of the Diet House of Councilors in 2013 and
established. This act advocates that the transport policies “should be implemented
based on such understanding that it is important that a fundamental demand to
transport shall be satisfied properly...... (omission)...... through these policies
functioning sufficiently into the future , considering these policies are indispensable
for a stability and an improvement of nation's life or a strong development of national
economy(Article 2)”. Promotions of effective policies for local public transportations
are expected.

The Basic Act for Transports which was withdrawn due to the dissolution of the
House of Representatives in November in 2012 during the 181st Diet opening and the
Basic Act on Transport Policy were able to bring big impacts to a series of the Basic
Regulations for Public Transport established by local governments. In this report, we
examine the Basic Regulations for Public Transport established by each local
government, considering a possibility to maintain and to revive local transports. We
deal the examples such as Kanazawa-shi, Fukuoka-shi, Kaga-shi, Niigata-shi,

Kumamoto-shi, Nara-shi, Takamatsu-shi and Nagaokakyo-shi.



