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A Study on the Support of ‘End of Life Planning (Syukatsu)’ on
Community Development and the Role of Local Authority:
A Case Study in Yokosuka City

Keiichi YAGIHASHI
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Abstract

This paper examines the case of the support of the ‘End of Life Planning (Syukatsu)’ for
socially isolated elderly people in order to clarify roles of a local administration in terms of

community development.
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Firstly, the paper explains the definitions and historical backgrounds of the related terms
such as social isolation, solitary death, relation-poor society (Muen-syakai) and end of life
planning, and then touches upon the measures the national government took to address those
community development issues after being recognized as social problem. Secondly, the paper
gives a critical commentary on the government’s ‘vision of the symbiotic community (Chiiki-
kyousei-syakai Kousou)’ and discusses the roles of local authorities in their areas.

The paper also introduces two support projects on the end of life planning in Yokosuka City,
the ‘Ending Plan Support Project’ and the ‘Registration for Citizen’s End of Life Planning’
(Watashino-syukatsu-touroku) Project, as an example of new roles of local authority on
community development . Discussion of these two projects shows that the support of a local
authority for end life planning has made a major contribution to redefinition of the roles the local
authority played in the area. Finally, the paper points out also that these projects in Yokosuka are

likely to become the universal model for public-private partnership.
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